Cape York 2002

92 NH 3.0 GLS Pajero
David, Melissa, Dana and Ryan Christensen and Ronlea Douglas (David's mum)

99 2.8 ST Patrol
Paul, Mitzi, David, Jamie and Brent Staib

99 4.2 DX Patrol
Dave, Katrina, Kelly and Hannah Crook

Friday the 7th of June

Odometer reading: 264832
We finished packing the car, doing last minute shopping and trying to think of things that we had missed. After deciding that we had everything, we left Narangba at 12:28pm. It was a drizzly and overcast day for pretty much the whole day and we wondered how long this would follow us through our four week adventure. The kids traveled well and had a late sleep. We arrived at the 'Greenacres Motel Van Park' in Benaraby (24km from Gladstone) at 6:44pm and bought dinner from the Caltex. Dinner consisted of pies, sausage rolls, kabana and soft drink of which we devoured quickly but were not proud of. We hit the sack fairly early ready for an early start the next morning.

Distance traveled: 509km

Saturday the 8th of June

Odometer reading: 265341
We awoke at 4.30 with the intention of getting to Cairns that day. After showers, the car was packed and we started on our way again at 4:58am. The day was looking very much like the previous day with overcast skies and drizzle. We had breakfast and refueled at Rockhampton at 6:22am and then stopped at a Driver Reviver at Waverly Creek at 8:20am. We left shortly after at 8:38am with Melissa driving to Bowen where we stopped at 12:30pm for lunch. We bought bread and made sandwiches for lunch at a small fruit shop. After everyone was fed, we headed off again and drove through patchy rain until we arrived in Ayr at 1:55pm to refuel. We had a quick toilet stop at 3:30pm and then continued on to Cairns. We arrived in Cairns at 7pm and met up with Ronlea at 'Inn Cairns'. We unpacked the car and moved into our room which mum had booked for us earlier and then headed downstairs to a cafe for a light dinner. We stayed up for a while to talk with mum before going to bed.

Distance traveled: 1149km

Sunday the 9th of June

Odometer reading: 266490
Breakfast was had in the Mall after a nice sleep in. We checked out of 'Inn Cairns' and headed off towards Ellis Beach to meet up with our traveling companions. We stopped off at Bunnings on the way to buy new pipe for our water tank, as we had discovered we had a plastic taste to the water. We arrived at Ellis Beach Park at 10am and found a camp spot next to the Staibs and Crooks. They had gone out for the day to do the Skyrail and tour Kuranda. We set up camp, tidied the inside of the car and reorganised everything to give us less weight on the roof rack. David replaced the pipe on the water tank and re-filled it. The water was now drinkable.

We relaxed for the afternoon by swimming in the pool, playing on the beach and eating ice creams at the Bar & Grill / Convenience Store which was across the road from the camping ground.

The Staibs and the Crooks arrived back at Ellis Beach at 6pm. David and Katrina Crook had discovered they had filled up with dodgy fuel (high kerosene content) in Townsville. 

We had a few drinks and an early dinner, then spent the rest of the evening with Katrina on the phone trying to sort out who would be responsible for dumping the fuel and inspecting the car. It seemed no one wanted this responsibility and it was feared that their trip would be over before it had begun.   

With no resolution in sight, we retired to bed but didn't have a very good night sleep. Dana had a restless night, she was overtired and the crashing waves were quite noisy.

Distance traveled: 32km

Monday the 10th of June

Odometer reading: 266522
We waited around camp to see if David Crook could get someone to sort his diesel problem out. The first thing that needed to happen was to have the tank taken out and drained. 

Mitzi and her boys went to the Wildlife Park and we set off with Paul to do the CREB track. We arrived in Daintree and met up with Ron and Viv Moon and friends (also Ron and Viv). We had our Cape York guide autographed and chatted for a bit about the CREB track - Ron Moon was towing a camper so opted not to do it - but his friends tagged along with us.

The CREB track proved to be relatively easy, but the scenery was beautiful, we were even lucky enough to see a Ulysses Butterfly. On the track to the Roaring Meg waterfalls we came across a Hilux on its side. The driver was a local who took it a bit easy and had no recovery gear on him at all! After approximately 1 1/2 hours, Paul and David recovered him and we continued on to the falls. We walked to the falls, which were very impressive. Not 'roaring' but still worthwhile. We took photos and then walked back to the cars.

Back on the main track and we headed back to Ellis Beach via Bloomfield. Very rough track with a lot of potholes and a 'rally car driver' at the wheel! We bought hot chips from the 'Cow Bay' pub for dinner (enough for a football team) and arrived back at camp at about 8.30pm. A very big day, however the kids were fantastic and we had a great time.

Back at Ellis Beach we discovered that David and Katrina had been unable to have their car repaired. A diesel mechanic was to look at it on Tuesday. It was decided that they would meet us in Cooktown and we all hoped that only the injectors needed cleaning out.

Tuesday the 11th of June

Odometer reading:

We did some last minute washing and packed up camp. We left Ellis Beach at 9.15am and headed towards Cairns. The boys headed into Cairns for car supplies and the girls and kids topped up the food supplies at Smithfield Woolworths.

We refueled the cars and left Smithfield at 11.50am. We had lunch at the Bloomfield River near the Aboriginal mission.

We stopped at Black Mountain for photos and then continued on to the Lions Den Hotel. No photos were taken as we discovered that we had a leak in our custom made Stainless Steel Water Tank which was positioned between the cargo barrier and drawer system. David drained the tank completely so we wouldn't have any further water inside the vehicle! Paul had also discovered he had two damaged shock absorbers on his camper trailer!

We continued on towards Cooktown and made camp along the Annan River after 4pm. A nice area overlooking the River and croc slides!

After dinner the boys drove into Cooktown to phone Dave. Fortunately no major damage had been done and the injectors were flushed out. They would leave early in the morning and meet us in Cooktown.

Wednesday the 12th of June

Odometer reading: 267067
Packed up camp and headed into Cooktown at 8.20am. David took our car in to have the holes in the water tank welded and Paul had his shock absorbers replaced on the camper.

The 'girls' and kids wandered around Cooktown for the morning, meeting up with Dave, Katrina, Hannah and Kelly mid morning. The kids fed mullet near a coffee shop; we visited the James Cook museum and had lunch.

After repairs were complete, lunch devoured and cars refueled, we were on our way again by 12.50pm.

Traveled up into Starcke National Park and found our vehicle on a very precarious angle on one occasion however we set up camp near Starcke River (near Munburra Resource Reserve) at approximately 4.30pm.

Thursday the 13th of June

Odometer reading: 267201
Packed up camp. Mitzi caught the first barramundi (much to the 'delight' of the boys)!

Left camp at 9.10am and drove through to Bathurst Bay only stopping briefly for a few short breaks. The track was rough with a lot of bulldust! We averaged approximately 21 km / hour. Our air conditioner died so we ended up with a vehicle full of dust!

Arrived and set up camp at around 4.30pm. The 'boys' put some opera houses in the river at the back of our camp to try and catch some 'muddies'. 

Made a campfire and sat around toasting marshmallows after dinner. It was a very windy night!

Friday the 14th of June

Odometer reading:

Arose at about 6.30am after a very windy night. Most of us were also covered in sand fly bites. Decided to stay another day to give the kids a break after the previous big day.

No muddies were caught in the opera houses but David and Paul went trudging through a mangrove creek and caught one (which they threw back) and some mullet for bait.

Relaxed around camp for most of the day. Dana and Ryan collected shells and splashed in the shallow water. The ocean was beautiful and calm. We were told a large croc had been seen in the area so we didn't venture too far in!

Paul, Mitzi and crew and ourselves went for a drive to find a freshwater creek we had read about in Ron Moon's book. We found it and all enjoyed long hot showers.

Had an early dinner and then Ronlea, Mitzi and Katrina went beach fishing. Mitzi (again proving her fishing prowess!) caught a reef shark.

Sat around the campfire until about 8.30pm when we could stand the sand flies no more! Dana had a very restless night scratching!

Saturday the 15th of June

Odometer reading: 267334

Packed up camp and left at 8.41am. Overcast morning. We saw a lot of wildlife around. Quite a few wallabies and a feral pig.

Stopped at 9.25am to fill camper water tanks at a freshwater creek. Starting moving again at 9.43am. Caught up with Ron and Viv moon and crew along the track on their way to Bathurst Bay.

Refueled at Musgrave at 3pm and enjoyed ice creams and cold drinks. Discovered (much to David's delight) that the water tank had again leaked. Drained it and left Musgrave at 3.30pm.

Arrived at Archer River Roadhouse at 6pm. Couldn't open back door of car! Dana squeezed in the back and opened it from the inside. Washed clothes (Ronlea's back had been on the floor of the car so her clothes were damp due to the water tank leak). Had nice hot showers and ate Archer River burgers for dinner! David did his temporary fix (this has happened before) on the back door and we retired early after a big day on the road. 

It rained in the early hours of the morning (not good when trying to dry clothes)!

Sunday the 16th of June

Odometer reading: 267729
Left Archer River at 8.30am and arrived at Chili Beach at 1.30pm. A very pretty area abundant with coconut palms (which we enjoyed). Set up camp and went 'oystering' along the beach. David and Ronlea 'bravely' went snorkeling but didn't see anything of interest. Dana found a Nautilus shell and other small, beautiful shells.

Had a feed of Oysters Kilpatrick for entree and after dinner we had hot showers courtesy of a water pump nearby and our shower.

Retired early and enjoyed a better night of sleep with a light shower through the night.

Monday the 17th of June

Odometer reading: 267891
Had a late start and awoke to a beautiful sunrise. Had a BBQ plate brekky and left the campsite at 10am. I was the driver for the day with Mitzi as navigator!

Arrived at Lockhart after 11am and refueled and replenished food supply. Very expensive and the fuel is kept under lock and key and paid for before receiving!

Left Lockhart at 11.50am and drove to the beach to take photos. 

Traveled on to Moreton Telegraph Station via the Pascoe River. Stopped for a quick lunch and continued along the Frenchman's track crossing over the Wenlock River and finally off corrugation and onto the Telegraph road. 

Arrived at campsite at around 5.30pm. Dana and Ryan had been very restless for at least the last 30 minutes of the trip so we were very happy to get out of the car.

Discovered our starter motor was failing!!

Set up camp and started dinner. Mitzi and Katrina went fishing and Mitzi caught another Barra! The kids enjoyed running around and playing after a long day in the car.

I enjoyed my first 4wding experience as driver and Mitzi was a great instructor.

Tuesday the 18th of June

Odometer reading: 268043
Left Moreton Telegraph Station at 9.25am after speaking with a family who were involved in a head-on the previous day and were trying to work out how to get to Weipa.

Went through Palm Creek at 10.30am. Dave needed to winch himself out. We got through as did Paul (much to his delight and Dave's dismay!)

Arrived at Gunshot at 12.30pm. We made it down, as did Paul (with camper). Paul played for a while at going back up whilst the kids splashed in the water. We had lunch and left at 1.40pm.

Continue on through Cockatoo Creek and stopped at Fruit Bat Falls for a swim. Beautiful area and great swimming. 

Arrived at Eliot Falls Camping Grounds at around 3pm. Set up a 'cozy camp' in drizzle and walked down to Twin Falls for a swim. The kids had a ball! Ryan didn't stop kicking and splashing back and forth between David, Ronlea and myself. Walked back to camp via Eliot Falls and had dinner.

A great day. Not too long in the car and some nice long breaks.

Wednesday the 19th of June

Had a 'refreshing' early morning dip in Twin Falls after packing up camp. Left at 9am.

Paul took the wrong path and found himself stuck in a hole crossing Canal Creek (much to everyone's delight). Plenty of photos were taken and he was winched out by another Nissan (of course).

Continued on our way via Cannibal Creek (deep) and Cypress Creek (old log bridge).

Left the group at the turnoff and we continued on towards Seisia whilst the others headed to Vrilya Point.

Caught the 'rip off' ferry to cross the Jardine River ($88 for approximately 100m).

Arrived in Seisia at 1pm and set up camp overlooking the water and islands. Washed clothes and relaxed for afternoon.

Kids went for a walk along the beach with David. They enjoyed playing in the sand all afternoon. We booked the Thursday Island tour ($95 per adult, $47.50 for Dana), which included a guided bus tour around the island.

David and Ronlea went to the shops to replenish our food supply whilst I stayed at camp with the kids to continue with our washing and drying.

Had dinner and sat around our small campfire before retiring early.

Thursday the 20th of June

Arose at 6.30am to get ready for our TI tour.

Ferry departed at 8am and arrived at Thursday Island just after 9am. We were all a bit queasy on the trip over!

The guided tour was interesting and took us all around the very small island. We stopped at the museum and cemetary. We had a quick look for Tage's grave but the tour bus wasn't able to stop long enough for us to search. The cemetary was very large and spread out. The bus driver dropped us off at the Council office to ask if they might have a plot of the cemetary. They didn't have one but one of the men who worked their (Don) recalled the name and the accident after we had left the office and picked us up along the road and drove us to the cemetary.

Don was actually the undertaker at the time of Tage's death and had buried him! He took us right to the gravesite.

We cleaned up around the grave, removing weeds and overgrown plants. David also bought some Liquid Nails to re-glue the headstone. The kids placed flowers on the grave.

We looked around the shops and ate at a gorgeous Cafe. Painted brightly and decorated with Palm Trees and cartoon characters. The kids played with the toys while Ronlea and I enjoyed a chocolate cheesecake!

Left Thursday Island at 2.30pm and arrived in Seisia at 3.30pm. Bought fish and chips for dinner and chatted with our camping 'neighbours' over a few drinks whilst the kids played.

Friday the 21st of June

Re-booked the campsite for another night and met up with Mitzi and Paul at the office. They were staying in Seisia for the day and Dave and Katrina were headed for the 'Tip'. Apparently the fishing was disappointing at Vrilya Point this time around.

Left Seisia at around 9.30am and took the back way to the 'Tip'. Stopped along the way to look at Old Telegraph sites and other old relics. Stopped at Punsand Bay for an ice-cream.

Arrived at the 'Tip' (Pajinka) at 12.20pm. Odometer reading: 268349.

Walked to the 'Tip' (Dana walked all the way there and back again). Popped our bottle of Passion Pop, took the required snapshot and video footage to prove we had made it and made our way back. Arrived back at the car park at around 2.30pm.

Looked around the area. The Pajinka Wilderness Lodge had been abandoned. Videos and other belongings had been left in rooms; toilets were blocked and bins were overflowing. It was a shame that it was in such a bad state.

Left Pajinka and made our way to Somerset. I stayed in the car as Ryan was asleep whilst Ronlea, David and Dana looked at the remains. We drove on and looked at the gravesites before continuing on and arriving at the 'Croc Shop' just after 5pm. Bought our souvenirs and headed back to Seisia (refueling at Bamaga).

Arrived at Seisia Camping Grounds at 6pm. Were advised by our camping neighbours that there was a traditional dance and dinner at Bamaga High School. Showered, washed clothes and made it there just after 7pm.

Dinner consisted of traditional foods such as turtle and pigs blood! Hence, I lost my appetite fairly quickly. The celebrations were for NAIDOC week and the dancing was entertaining but we left early (after 9pm) as the kids were tired after a long day.

Had trouble starting our car and thus had to resort to the screwdriver technique! Got back to camp, hung washing out and went to bed.

Saturday the 22nd of June

Odometer reading: 268 426
Packed up camp, dried and folded washing and left Seisia at 10.15am (after swapping contact details with Ron and Leonna and Anne and Keith).

Replenished our food supply at Bamaga and we were on our way again.

Checked out the Wartime Wrecks south of Bamaga. Discarded 44-gallon drums of old war time fuel dumps; remains of a Kittyhawk fighter aircraft (not much left); substantial remains of a Beaufort Bomber and of a DC3 aircraft. Back on track at 11.30am.

Headed of on Ussher Point track after midday. Very narrow track that had not been used in a long while. Got to Sadd Point turnoff at 3pm. Very narrow, faint remains of a track! Saw the biggest spider any of us had ever seen hanging off the UHF aerial! After staking a tyre we finally made it to a camp spot at 5pm. Not quite what David had expected! No waterhole and no vehicle access to beach. Very wild terrain!

Walked down to beach so Ronlea and David could try the fishing. They had a few bites but were unable to land any. It was very windy so we headed back to camp to cook dinner. Had an early night after a 'big' day. (We were worried about the huge spiders and the fact that we were 4 hours from anywhere with no spare tyre!!)

Sunday the 23rd of June

Odometer reading: 268546
Awoke early and David and the kids walked down to see whether fishing would be a possibility. Tide was wrong and it was still very windy so we packed up camp and left at 8.45am.

David had a look at some ruins and we saw a small waterhole (this must have been the one David saw in the video). Arrived at Ussher Point turnoff at 10.30am and drove up to have a look. Arrived at 11am. A pretty area but not good for camping. Walked along the beach, which was scattered with rubbish that had been washed in. Had some lunch and continued on our way by 11.30am.

Arrived back on the Old Telegraph Road (thank goodness!) by 2.30pm.

Summary of 'Dave's Sadd Little Adventure'

One staked tyre

2 winch recoveries

One broken (and lost) radio aerial

Many, many scratches

High stress levels

Bloody big spiders

And as we were to find out...Extremely Huge Centipedes!

Checked out the 'Old Ford' road to Jardine River. This was a very nice campspot. We spoke to a man who had camped at Somerset and caught heaps of mud crabs. He had also been advised not to go to Ussher Point due to previous travelers doing extensive car damage along the track. Apparently the track hasn't been used for the last 2 years, as every vehicle that returned suffered badly! (Wish we had have met him a few days earlier!). Bought ice creams at Jardine Ferry and arrived at Vrilya Point at around 4.25am. It was a beautiful spot.

Set up camp next to our traveling companions and discovered two huge centipedes had hitched a ride in our air mattress bag! 

Watched a gorgeous sunset, chatted about our little adventure! And had a few too many drinks till very late! (We were so glad to be back in civilisation again).

Monday the 24th of June

A late start (Mitzi and I were obviously suffering some form of food poisoning!!)

The boys went oystering and collected a bucket full of huge 'black-lipped oysters' which were enjoyed by David and Ronlea (the only two who could stomach them!).

Relaxed around the campsite for most of the day and tried to repair our air mattress, which we think the centipedes damaged!

Dana and Ronlea walked up the beach and collected shells with Katrina and kids.

We went to a freshwater creek later in the afternoon for a swim and to fill up water containers.

Had an enjoyable and restful day and an early night.

Bed went flat again!! The centipedes must have had fun!

Tuesday the 25th of June

Odometer reading: 268721

Packed up camp. Opened, cleaned and stored remaining oysters in a container for later!

Left Vrilya Point at 10.10am.

Needed to be winched out when we 'bottomed out' on the way down to Canal Creek.

Arrived at Twin Falls at 11.30am and had a quick swim before continuing on our way at 12pm.

Katrina flipped the camper in a washout just before Sailor Creek. A bit of a 'hairy' experience. The camper was recovered without too much damage and after a few minor repairs we were on our way again. Unfortunately not long after Gunshot, a tyre was staked on the very same camper!

On the road again and we met up with Ron Moon and crew at Bertie Creek. They were making their way slowly up to the 'Tip'.

Arrived at Palm Creek at 5pm. Set up camp and Paul and Dave fixed up the axle on the camper. In the process, they discovered the camper needed new wheel bearings quite urgently.

Had oysters kilpatrick for entree, an early dinner and early to bed. Sleeping again on a deflated air mattress! The kids were in our bed (so it wouldn't go down quite so fast!) Ronlea and myself were on her mattress and David was on Ryan's! Talk about musical beds!

Wednesday the 26th of June

Odometer reading: 268855

Packed up camp and left at 8.10am.

Paul recovered a bogged Toyota in a muddy creek. He had made an incorrect path choice and discovered that his winch that he had owned for three years but never used, didn't work! Bugger!

Arrived at Weipa camping grounds at 11.30am and set up camp.

Dave and Paul went looking for parts for vehicles and campers. Paul was successful (shockies) whilst Dave had to order bearings.

Had a swim in the pool. Replenished food supply (with plenty of junk food!) and washed clothes. Ronlea met up with Joy and Bill (Ray's sister and brother-in-law) and made dinner arrangements.

Relaxed for the afternoon, had happy hour and Ray (a friend who used to live in Gove) arrived to guide us to his sisters house. On the way, David was random breathtested, blowing .045! 

Had a nice dinner and watched some of the State of Origin game. Arrived back at camp by 9pm. The kids fell asleep in the car.

Thursday the 27th of June

Ryan was sick throughout the night. Poor little boy vomited most of the early part of the morning. He woke up fine however.

Our bed still had a hole in it despite re-patching the previous day!

Had a nice relaxing day. Swimming, shopping and we found another hole in the air mattress, which we patched (fingers crossed!)

Had prawns, calamari and hot chips for dinner.

Watched a Cape York history movie and some AQIS and Customs Watch movies outdoors near the reception.

Ronlea went out with Ray to look around Weipa and visit the Lions Club.

We went to bed after the movies. Slept in our own beds! Our bed remained inflated!

Friday the 28th of June

Odometer reading: 269035

Packed up camp and left by 9.40am. Paul had to get some welding done so we refueled and drove around Weipa. Had lunch and waited for Paul's repairs to be completed.

Left Weipa at 12.15pm after saying our goodbyes to the Crook family who had to remain in Weipa awaiting the wheel bearings.

The road was excellent and we were able to travel at 100 km/h.

Stopped at Archer River for a late lunch for the Staib family (after 2pm). The kids had a splash and we left at 2.50pm.

Road worstened. Big dips and a few dead feral pigs along the road. A cruiser ute overtook Paul and Mitzi in an S-bend. He then caught up with us and overtook us just before a bad dip. We nearly lost control of the car. Very scary. Not happy!!

Caught up with the driver and passenger of the ute at Musgrave at 4.15pm. Paul and David 'confronted' them but to no avail. Young, arrogant locals driving with bald tyres because 'they know how to drive and tourists with new tyres don't'!

Refueled and camped in a dry creek bed just south of the Musgrave camping grounds. Walking distance to showers!

Set up camp and organised firewood and dinner.

After dinner sat around campfire till late while the boys enjoyed some bourbons! Heard a commotion at Musgrave so the 'tipsy' boys wandered up for a look. Apparently some 'locals' were having car problems. A lot of swearing and yelling in their native language! The boys came back in hysterics!

Saturday the 29th of June

Odometer reading: 269421

Packed up camp and showed the kids the cows around the fuel station. Left Musgrave at 9.45am.

Drove through several stations. Saw heaps of cattle, lots of gates to open and close and some very friendly horses for the kids to pat.

Stopped for lunch at about 12.30pm and I drove for the afternoon with David in the back with the kids. Not a bad road, some soft sand in places. Lots of lagoons and birdlife (particularly Brolga's). Arrived at Mitchell River at 3.45pm to discover a Ford Courier with camper stuck in the river. Paul winched him across the river (much to Mitzi's dismay). For his trouble, we were given a box of over ripe bananas and a dozen VB's.

Set up camp at around 4.30pm and made a campfire.

Had drinks, dinner and banana custard for dessert! Sat around the campfire to keep warm before going to bed. Our first taste of the cold weather again!

Sunday the 30th of June

Odometer reading: 269637

Packed up camp slowly. David and Paul acquired rims and a tyre they had 'found'. We kept the tyre for our spare.

Left campsite and crossed river. Drove up and down bank in search of a good spot to fill the water tank in Paul's camper. Paul got bogged (it was like quick sand) and the Pajero snatched him out! Found another spot to fill up water tank and left at 10.40am.

Crossed the bridge over the Gilbert River and spotted our first croc! A freshwater 'Johnson' sunning itself near the bridge. Stopped on the southern side of the bridge for lunch while Ronlea and David had a quick fish. Left at around 1pm. 

Had a close encounter with a cow and a wallaby in the afternoon.

Very dry, arid country. Blue skies but cool, dry wind.

Arrived at Karumba Point Sunset Caravan Park at 2.15pm. The Park was near capacity. Retirees from all over Australia make this their home for months on end. We set up camp and drove to the Barramundi Farm where a strange noise began echoing from our car! Had a tour of the Barramundi Farm and Picked up fresh cooked prawns and mud crabs at one seafood shop and fish and chips from another. Ate our very yummy dinner at our campsite. 

Stayed up late washing and drying all the clothes in preparation for an early start in the morning only for the boys to inform us that we were staying another day!

A lot of wallabies behind the campsite. Cold, windy night. Went to bed at around 10pm.

Monday the 1st of July

Awoke to a cold morning. Very hard to get out of bed. The day warmed up by about 11am.

Tidied inside of car to remove some of the dust.

David and Paul looked under the car to try and discover where the 'noise' might have been coming from. Instead they discovered that the exhaust was full of holes and was about to fall off! Put a bolt in to keep it attached to car and went for a drive. The noise had gone.

Walked down to the beach and then relaxed for afternoon.

David and Paul spoke to some people who were camped near us in Weipa. Apparently the wrong bearings arrived for David and Katrina Crook on the Saturday and the correct one arrived on Sunday. They left Weipa for a quick trip home on Sunday night.

We had an early happy hour which continued on till late. A cold night again.

Tuesday the 2nd of July

Odometer reading: 269951

Packed up camp and left the Karumba caravan park at 9.45am. Looked at the 'Big Croc' at the Karumba airport then continued on to a service station to re-inflate tyres now that we were on bitumen again. The 'noise' was back again! Left Karumba at 10.15am.

Arrived in Normanton just before 11am. Dana and Ryan were asleep so David, Ronlea and the Staib family took photo's of the 'Big Croc' in Normanton (much more impressive than the one in Karumba.

Refueled car and filled up gas bottle. Bought yummy pies and sausage rolls from bakery and took photos of the 'Big Barra'. Left Normanton at 11.40am.

Toilet stop at Burke and Wills station.

Arrived at Cloncurry at 3.45pm. Refueled and decided to camp out of town. Found a nice spot 31km out of town at 4.30pm. Very pretty campsite in a dry creek bed with a red cliff as a backdrop.

Mitzi got the campfire roaring and we had dinner and an early night.

Wednesday the 3rd of July

Odometer reading: 270426

Very cold night and morning. Dana was very restless. David stoked fire at 5am and again at 6.30am when we all slowly arose.

Pancakes for breakfast and we began to pack up (slowly). We didn't want to leave the warmth of the campfire. Slowly warmed up and we left at 9.50am.

Saw many emus and camels.

Stopped at 10.40am. Back on gravel road so we needed to deflate tyres and put rag in backdoor to stop dust coming in. Paul discovered the axle on the camper was broken and the wheel was moving out. (Not happy!) Tried to repair. Attached with wire to hopefully get us through to Bedourie. On the road again at 11.25am.

Refueled and bought food at Boulia at 1pm.

Very dry country.

Arrived at Bedourie at 3.25pm. Mitzi's friends Rob and Del Dare owned the Roadhouse/Restaurant/Pub/Caravan Park/Motel/RACQ service centre!

We had discovered a slow leak in one of our tyres so had Rob plug it for us. Paul fixed his camper axle problem also.

Showered in our motel room and went to restaurant / bar. Had a few drinks and a lovely dinner. Ronlea took the kids back to the motel for bed.

Paul, Mitzi, David and I chatted and drank with Rob. Sat around bar until around 11pm before being 'invited' into the 'Empty Box Room' (large storage area) for 'live country entertainment'. Roger sang and played guitar and Rob also did some great Elvis impersonations. We also had a bit of a Karaoke!

Rob shouted drinks for the remainder of the night and a good time was had by all! Got back to the motel room after 1am.

Thursday the 4th of July

Odometer reading: 270899

Arose feeling a bit under the weather! Showered, had breakfast and packed bags. Mitzi said her goodbyes and we refueled. Left Bedourie at 10.45am.

Came across a rolled trailer. Paul and David had a look and Paul 'borrowed' a few bits and pieces off it - just before the owners arrived back with axle, wheels and welding gear! Looking very innocent with cameras in hand (they were simply taking photos) we were on our way again.

Stopped at JC Ruins (old pub outside of Windorah) and cemetary (Mitzi's great uncle was buried here. Aged 2 years and 4 months he wandered off and was apparently attacked by dingoes).

Arrived in Windorah at 3pm. Mitzi caught up with relatives before continuing on to Coopers Creek to set up camp by 4pm. Made campfire and cooked up our two roasts for dinner. Fished and set yabbie traps. Early night as it was quite cool.

Friday the 5th of July

Odometer reading: 271293

Didn't get out of bed until 8.30am. Not a very good nights sleep. Ryan was a ratbag. Very cold night. Checked yabbie pots - had caught nothing. Packed up camp and said our goodbyes to the Staib family. They were staying on for a big Cattle crossing and to catch up with family and friends (Mitzi grew up in Windorah).

Headed back into Windorah to refuel and left at 10.40am. There was a lot of road kill from Windorah to Roma. We also saw quite a few live emus and a peacock.

Bought pies for lunch at Quilpie at 1.15pm. I drove from Charleville on. Refueled at Mitchell and arrived in Roma at 6pm. Stayed at the Mandalay motel and bought Pizza for dinner. Curled up in bed in front of the TV with heater on.

Saturday the 6th of July

Odometer reading: 272002

Left motel at 8.40am. Drove through McDonalds for breakfast and left Roma at 8.55am.

Stopped in Oakey to pick up bumpstops from Mitzi and Paul's house. Refueled at Rusty's near Laidley and topped up fuel again at BP Burpengary. Arrived home at 3pm.

Final odometer reading: 272500

Final thoughts - 'Let's turn around and go back again!'

